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ing for several days.    91.3 per cent of the gas was
absorbable by concentrated sulphuric acid.

Another portion of the gas, brought together with
a hydrochloric acid solution of cuprous chloride, gave
94.3 per cent of absorbable gas.

Another sample of ethylene prepared by the same
method gave, in two experiments with hydrochloric
acid cuprous chloride, 94.5 per cent of absorbable
constituents.

In two experiments with ammoniacal cuprous
chloride, 95.0 per cent of absorbable constituents.

The last four analyses were not made in pipettes,
but in the simple gas burette with unsaturated
reagent. The difference in the results is caused by
the different solubility of nitrogen in ammoniacal and
hydrochloric acid cuprous chloride ; and it is as large
as it is because the residual 5 ccm. of gas In the
analysis came into intimate contact with 95 com. of
unsaturated absorbing liquid.

In the method of preparing ethylene described
above, some carbon is always separated, and this,
upon being heated with sulphuric acid, gives off
carbon monoxide in addition tb sulphur dioxide and
carbon dioxide The presence of the carbon monox-
ide completely explains why the cuprous chloride ab-
sorbed 3 per cent more gas than the fuming sulphuric
acid-

Certain analytical data indicate that the heavy
hydrocarbons are not equally absorbable by the re-
agent. Ethylene appears to be absorbed with especial
ease. It remains, therefore, to ascertain whether
cuprous chloride itself cannot be used for separating
the heavy hydrocarbons.
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